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FOUR NEW TRUSTEES TO JOIN  
BIRMINGHAM ROYAL BALLET’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Birmingham Royal Ballet announce the appointment of four new Trustees to its 
Board of Directors. 

 
Steve Currie, Ellie Pinnells, Harminder Randhawa and Clare Richards MBE, will 
officially join the Board on Tuesday 2nd December. 
 
Sir David Normington, Birmingham Royal Ballet Chair said “I am delighted to 
welcome our new Trustees to the Birmingham Royal Ballet Board. Their combined 
skills will bring us a wealth of expertise and experience to help secure BRB’s future 
as one of the UK’s leading ballet companies.” 
 
Steve Currie is a Chartered Accountant with over 30 years experience in the 
financial services sector in Birmingham and London. Following his retirement in 2023 
he now acts as a Board adviser and mentor and is currently a Trustee of the 
Warwickshire Cricket Foundation.  
 
Ellie Pinnells trained as a lawyer and is now Head of Litigation at Squire Patton 
Boggs in Birmingham. Ellie studied music at Bristol University and plays both the 
clarinet and piano. She is training as a ballet pianist and directs a wellbeing choir. 
She supports children to gain access to music and the arts. She is particularly 
interested in championing the arts as a driver for equality in society and as a crucial 
aspect of mental health and well-being.  
 
Harminder Randhawa is a qualified Accountant with over 20 years experience 
working in finance, she is currently a Finance Manager at Jaguar Land Rover. 
Harminder studied Money, Banking & Finance at the University of Birmingham. She 
is a member of the Board of Trustees at Birmingham’s IKON Gallery where she 
chaired the risk committee for three years. She has a passion for promoting diversity 
and inclusion within the arts. 
 
Clare Richards is a charity leader with over 25 years of charity experience. She is 
currently Director of the Coutts Foundation which supports charities helping women 
affected by domestic abuse and supporting young people to access the performing 
arts. She is a founder and Trustee of IntoUniversity a charity providing local learning 
centres for over 60,000 young people and a Trustee of the Grenfell Foundation. 



Clare has studied and taught dance and drama. She was awarded an MBE in 2011 
for services to the community. 
  
Sir David continued “Steve, Clare, Ellie and Harminder combine a real passion for 
dance and music with a strong commitment to the success of BRB. I, and the rest of 
the Board, look forward to working with them.” 
 
The new directors will replace four long-standing directors who retire from the Board 
on 2 December. Deborah Spence, Michael Elliott and Anthony Coombs who have 
each reached the end of their two terms as Trustees and Board Members and, 
former BRB Principal Dancer Sandra Madgwick, who is leaving us after five years to 
take up new responsibilities.” 
 
Sir David commented “We are immensely grateful to Deborah, Mick, Anthony and 
Sandra for their wonderful support to BRB. Between them they have given over thirty 
years of generous service to the company and on behalf of the Board and the whole 
company we send them our warmest best wishes for the future.” 
 
The Board of Directors is responsible for the overall governance of the company and 
is the ultimate decision-making body for BRB. Directors are not remunerated and 
give their expertise and advice voluntarily 

BRB have recently completed an acclaimed UK tour of Black Sabbath – The Ballet 
and are back in Birmingham this Christmas (until 13 Dec) with Sir Peter Wright’s The 
Nutcracker marking 35 years since its world premiere at Birmingham Hippodrome in 
1990.  
 
BRB continue its world-class performances at Birmingham Hippodrome in February 
2026 with a spectacular revival of Carlos Acosta’s Don Quixote (12-21 Feb). 
 
For further information on the Board of Directors and BRB performances please go 
to www.brb.org.uk 
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Notes to Editors 
Birmingham Royal Ballet based at Birmingham Hippodrome, is the United Kingdom’s leading 
touring ballet company performing a range of traditional, classical and heritage ballets as well as 
groundbreaking new works with the aim of encouraging choreographers of the future. The Company’s 
Director since January 2020 is the internationally renowned Carlos Acosta. Birmingham Royal Ballet 
standardly performs at Birmingham Hippodrome for approximately ten weeks of the year and the 
remainder of the year tours throughout the United Kingdom and overseas. On average, the Company 
performs over 100 shows a year nationally and internationally.  
 
The Royal Ballet Sinfonia is Birmingham Royal Ballet’s permanent orchestra, it is also Britain's 
busiest ballet orchestra. The Sinfonia also plays frequently for The Royal Ballet and other leading 
ballet companies, including performances with Paris Opéra Ballet, New York City Ballet, Australian 



Ballet, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, the Kirov, Norwegian Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, San Francisco 
Ballet and La Scala Ballet. 
 
Full Trustee Biographies: 
Steve Currie is a Chartered Accountant with over 30 years experience in the financial services sector 
he trained with a Big Four accountancy firm before moving into private equity and corporate finance. 
 
Steve was a Senior Partner at Birmingham headquartered Catalyst Corporate Finance which was 
successfully sold to a listed Investment Bank. Steve is now a Non-Executive Director and Charity 
Trustee.  
 
Steve’s love of the arts is shared with his love of sport and is currently a Trustee of the Warwickshire 
Cricket Foundation which has responsibility for recreational cricket in Birmingham and Warwickshire. 
 
Ellie Pinnell has lived and worked in the Midlands for over 15 years.  After her degree in Music at 
Bristol University, she trained as a lawyer and is now Head of Litigation at Squire Patton Boggs in 
Birmingham. Ellie specialises in high value, complex commercial litigation, often with an international 
aspect. Born and educated in Germany, she is fully bilingual and focuses on working with German 
clients, often in the industrial and engineering sectors. 
  
Ellie has a life-long passion for the Arts. She is particularly interested in championing the Arts as a 
driver for equality in society and as a crucial aspect of mental health and well-being. Her spare time is 
taken up largely by making music, directing a wellbeing choir at work and supporting children to gain 
access to music and the Arts. 
 
Harminder Randhawa has a strong background in Accounting having qualified for a BSc Honours: 
Money, Banking and Finance at The University of Birmingham. She is currently a Finance Manager at 
Jaguar Land Rover, where she is responsible for leading, coaching and developing finance analysts 
to provide high quality financial insights to support decision-making. 
Harminder is a Board member at the IKON Contemporary Art Gallery and has gained significant 
experience and a comprehensive understanding of the challenges that the arts sector faces aswell as 
working with Arts Council England. Harminder has a strong interest in diversity, equity and inclusion 
(DE&I) and is determined to make these values a central part of her contribution as a board member. 
 

Clare Richards is Director of the Coutts Foundation a corporate foundation supporting women and girls 
charities providing young people with access to performing arts; previously CEO of the ClementJames 
Centre, Clare has over 20 years of leadership experience in the charity sector. 

 
Clare is also a founder and trustee of IntoUniversity (a charity providing local learning centre for over 
56,000 young people across the UK) and trustee of the Grenfell Foundation (offering independent 
support and advocacy for the former residents of Grenfell Tower and the bereaved families and 
dependants). Clare is a lifelong supporter and participant of dance and the arts and was awarded an 
MBE in 2011 for services to the community in North Kensington.   
 
  


