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BIRMINGHAM ROYAL BALLET ​
ANNOUNCES 2026 - 27 SEASON 

 
●​ SIR PETER WRIGHT’S SWAN LAKE IS REVIVED FOR BIRMINGHAM AND 

LONDON IN THE AUTUMN  
 

●​ THE NUTCRACKER RETURNS TO BIRMINGHAM HIPPODROME, COINCIDING 
WITH CREATOR, SIR PETER WRIGHT’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 
 

●​ WORLD PREMIERE AND UK TOUR OF BRAND-NEW PRODUCTION - CARLOS 
ACOSTA’S THE MAIDEN OF VENICE FOR SPRING 2027 
 

●​ BRB2 WILL ALSO PERFORM IN THE SPRING 2027 WITH A BRAND-NEW 
PROGRAMME TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 

 
 
 
Birmingham Royal Ballet’s 2025-26 season has been a tremendous success so far with a 
30% increase on ticket sales from the last record-breaking season in 2019, demonstrating 
the demand for world-class ballet is back to pre-Covid attendance numbers. ​
​
The 2026-27 season announcement also follows the most successful run ever of The 
Nutcracker in Birmingham, and takes place on the brink of a national tour of Carlos Acosta’s 
production of Don Quixote - which had its premiere in the long shadow of the Covid 
pandemic and now gets a sun-drenched revival which opens at Birmingham Hippodrome on 
12 February. The production will then tour to The Lowry, Salford (5 – 7 March), Plymouth 
Theatre Royal (18 – 21 March), Mayflower Theatre, Southampton (15 – 18 April) and 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dttasDXpCcs7G6sf6TRhJuTEaKwvB4Qf?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12xkR_S1_ddFgobjXf0YoHl0nAQ_aM4g4?usp=sharing


London’s Sadler’s Wells Theatre (23 – 25 April). The Company will be joined by guest 
dancers Siphesihle November and Genevieve Penn Nabity from National Ballet of Canada 
for selected Birmingham performances following their company’s staging of this production 
in 2024. 
 
Next season sees the return of Sir Peter Wright and Galina Samsova’s perennially popular 
Swan Lake, one of several celebrations in his 100th year (see also the Sir Peter Wright 
Centenary event on 18 June here).  The season opens at Birmingham Hippodrome on 23 
September where it will play until 3 October before moving to London’s Sadler’s Wells  
Theatre 28 – 31 October.  
 
The Nutcracker returns to Birmingham Hippodrome from 20 November - 12 December and, 
in the absence of a Royal Albert Hall run this year, the Company will shift focus entirely to 
the premiere of The Maiden of Venice in the spring.  Following the World Premiere in 
Birmingham (20 – 27 Feb), today we announce that the production will tour to Theatre Royal 
Plymouth (11 – 13 March), Sunderland Empire (18 – 20 March), The Lowry, Salford (31 
March – 2 April)  and Southampton Mayflower (14 – 17 April). 
 
The Maiden of Venice is Carlos Acosta’s groundbreaking reimagining of the 19th-century 
classic, La Bayadère. The creation of this production is an important development for 
Birmingham Royal Ballet. The Company has never had a full-length La Bayadère in its 
repertory and performing it will showcase the virtuosity of the current dancers.  
 
La Bayadère is extremely important in Ballet history, not least because of the incredibly 
beautiful and technically challenging Kingdom of the Shades scene. In recent times, the 
original narrative has become problematic, in both its themes and its recognised cultural 
appropriation. By moving the time and place from ancient India to Renaissance Venice, 
these sensitivities are removed in favour of the universal messages and richness of this 
precious work of art. This new setting is being brought to life through set and costume 
designer Anna Fleischle’s stunning designs with lighting design by Lucy Carter and new 
arrangements of Minkus’s score by Gavin Sutherland. 
 
Director of Birmingham Royal Ballet, Carlos Acosta said: ‘I am so thrilled that we will be 
touring this new production. Since arriving at BRB five years ago I have always had a vision 
of re-making La Bayadère. It is such an important ballet - to me personally, but also to the 
sector and to audiences. I understand why it has become problematic, but I feel passionate 
about not allowing it to be buried or to be, in effect, cancelled. There are so many reasons 
why moving it to Renaissance Venice works so well for the storytelling, and I am so happy 
that my company of amazing dancers will have the opportunity to perform this new version.’ 
 
Also in spring 2027, BRB2 will perform a brand-new work created specifically for them. 
Further details and dates to be announced. Meanwhile for spring this year BRB2 takes to the 
road with  Carlos Acosta’s Ballet Celebration visiting Cheltenham (14 – 16 May) and  Hall for 
Cornwall (20 May) for the first time before travelling to Northampton Royal and Derngate (23 
May) and, just announced, a return to New Theatre, Peterborough (29 May). 
 
More announcements for the 2026-27 Season will follow later in the year. 
 

https://www.brb.org.uk/shows/sir-peter-wright-centenary


 

Press contacts: clair@breadandbutterpr.uk / 07957 272 534  
benw@breadandbutterpr.uk / 07791 183 043 

 
 
Listings Information (UK only) 
Please note, on-sale dates vary across the season.  
Please check BRB’s website for details. 
 
2026 
 
Don Quixote 
Music Ludwig Minkus 
Choreography Carlos Acosta after Marius Petipa 
Production Carlos Acosta 
Designs Tim Hatley 
Lighting Peter Mumford 
Staged by Christopher Saunders 
 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
Thu 12 – Sat 21 Feb 
Audio Described Performance: Sat 14 Feb, 2pm 
 
The Lowry, Salford 
Thu 5 – Sat 7 Mar  
 
Theatre Royal Plymouth 
Wed 18 – Sat 21 Mar  
 
Mayflower Theatre, Southampton 
Wed 15 – Sat 18 Apr  
 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre, London​
Thu 23 – Sat 25 Apr ​
 
 
BRB2: Carlos Acosta’s Ballet Celebration​
 
Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham​
Thu 14 – Sat 16 May 
 
Hall for Cornwall​
Wed 20 May 
 
Northampton Royal & Derngate​
Sat 23 May 
 
New Theatre Peterborough​
29 May​
 
​
Sir Peter Wright Centenary 
 
Birmingham Hippodrome ​
Thu 18 Jun 
 

mailto:clair@breadandbutterpr.uk
mailto:benw@breadandbutterpr.uk
https://www.brb.org.uk/


 
20th Century Masterpieces 
 
Birmingham Hippodrome​
Fri 19 – Sat 20 Jun​
​
 
Swan Lake​
Choreography: Peter Wright, Lev Ivanov, Marius Petipa​
Music: Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky​
Production: Peter Wright, Galina Samsova​
Designs: Philip Prowse​
Lighting: Peter Teigen 
 
Birmingham Hippodrome​
23 September (PN) – 3 October​
​
Sadler’s Wells Theatre​
28 – 31 October 
 
The Nutcracker 
Choreography: Sir Peter Wright, Lev Ivanov, Vincent Redmon 
Production: Sir Peter Wright 
Composer: Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Designs: John Macfarlane 
Lightin: David Finn 
 
Birmingham Hippodrome​
20 November (PN) – 12 December 
 
2027 
 
The Maiden of Venice​
Music: Ludwig Minkus 
Arranged by: Gavin Sutherland 
Production: Carlos Acosta​
Choreography: Carlos Acosta, after Marius Petipa​
Production Set and Costume Designer: Anna Fleischle 
Lighting Design: Lucy Carter 
 
Birmingham Hippodrome​
20 – 27 February ​
Press performances matinee and evening 23 February​
 
Theatre Royal Plymouth​
11 – 13 March ​
 
Sunderland Empire​
18 – 20 March​
 
Lowry, Salford​
1 – 3 April​
 
Mayflower Theatre, Southampton​



14 – 17 April 
 
BRB2   
NEW programme and tour dates to be announced 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
The Maiden of Venice will be made possible thanks to support from Oak Foundation, Aud Jebsen, 
Charles Holloway OBE, The Wood & Steven Charitable Trust, Cockayne Grants for the Arts, a Donor 
Advised Fund, held at The Prism Charitable Trust and Meaghan Grace Productions. Thanks also 
goes to The Maiden of Venice Giving Circle supporters Ian & Alison Fisher, Chantelle MacKay & 
Penelope MacKay, Linda & David Nicholls, Gillian Shaw, Richard & Su Simkin, Jane Van Ammel, Hon 
Anna Birkett, Charles Glanville, Marian Mulady, Tony Newcombe, Dilys & Carla Skinner and Dr 
Sandra Kendall. 
 
Birmingham Royal Ballet 
Based at Birmingham Hippodrome, Birmingham Royal Ballet is the United Kingdom’s leading touring 
ballet company performing a range of traditional, classical and heritage ballets as well as 
ground-breaking new works with the aim of encouraging choreographers of the future. The 
Company’s Director since January 2020 is the internationally renowned Carlos Acosta. Birmingham 
Royal Ballet standardly performs at Birmingham Hippodrome for approximately ten weeks of the year 
and the remainder of the year tours throughout the United Kingdom and overseas. On average, the 
Company performs over 100 shows a year nationally and internationally. 
 
Birmingham Royal Ballet is a National Portfolio Organisation of Arts Council England. 
​​ 

 
 
 
The Royal Ballet Sinfonia is Birmingham Royal Ballet’s permanent orchestra, it is also Britain's 
busiest ballet orchestra. The Sinfonia also plays frequently for The Royal Ballet and other leading 
ballet companies, including performances with Paris Opéra Ballet, New York City Ballet, Australian 
Ballet, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, the Kirov, Norwegian Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, San Francisco 
Ballet, and La Scala Ballet. www.brb.org.uk 
 

https://www.brb.org.uk/join-and-support/maiden-of-venice-giving-circle
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