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100 years of The Royal Ballet School 

The Royal Ballet, The Royal Ballet School and  

Birmingham Royal Ballet come together for  

A Centenary Celebration of The Royal Ballet School 

8 – 10 October 2026 

• Rare opportunity to see The Royal Ballet School, The Royal Ballet and 

Birmingham Royal Ballet performing together at the Royal Opera House 

• Programme includes heritage works from Ninette de Valois, Frederick 

Ashton, Kenneth MacMillan, David Bintley and Wayne McGregor 

• World Premieres by Christopher Wheeldon, Cathy Marston and Valentino 

Zucchetti 

• Tickets from £9 at rbo.org.uk 

This autumn, The Royal Ballet, The Royal Ballet School, and Birmingham Royal Ballet join 

forces in a grand showcase honouring the history, legacy and future of the School as it 

celebrates its centenary year. The special programme sees a mixture of heritage works from 

some of the most prominent choreographers from across the 20th and 21st centuries, alongside 

celebrated contemporary works and three new creations from choreographers who are previous 

alumni of the School. 

From the School’s roots under the guiding hand of Founder Ninette de Valois in 1926 and the 

creative genius of Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton, a century of inspired artistic 

vision has established an exceptional training tradition. With generations of graduates among 

the ranks of both Companies, The Royal Ballet and Birmingham Royal Ballet owe their 

illustrious reputations to The Royal Ballet School. 



The programme begins with a suite from Ninette de Valois’ Checkmate, featuring Royal Ballet 

School and leading Royal Ballet dancers. The Royal Ballet and Birmingham Royal Ballet 

perform Frederick Ashton’s Birthday Offering, as well as Nimbus by Royal Ballet Resident 

Choreographer Wayne McGregor.  

Three new works are being created especially for this occasion. Artistic Associate 

Christopher Wheeldon choreographs a work on Lauren Cuthbertson and Lukas B. 

Brændsrød, and Cathy Marston creates a new duet inspired by her recent Royal Ballet work 

Against the Tide with Matthew Ball and William Bracewell. Valentino Zucchetti’s new 

creation brings together dancers from both Companies and across all years of the School in a 

rousing finale to the celebrations.   

Excerpts from other ballets and choreographers associated with the School and Companies will 

include Swan Lake, Kenneth MacMillan’s Winter Dreams and Manon, and David Bintley’s 

Still Life at the Penguin Café. The gala also includes Joshua Junker’s That’s someone you 

never forget and a duet by Loughlan Prior, created for Steven McRae and Sarah Lamb as 

part of The McRae/Vassilev Project. 

Kevin O’Hare, Director of The Royal Ballet, said: 

“Ninette de Valois’ vision and determination to create what would become The Royal 

Ballet, and later Birmingham Royal Ballet, began with her founding of The Royal Ballet 

School in 1926, establishing the foundations of English ballet training. To honour that 

legacy through this special centenary gala celebration means a great deal to me 

personally. My years at The Royal Ballet School in the 1970s and 1980s were life-

changing, and I feel deeply privileged to have been among the last generation to work 

with Ninette de Valois and Frederick Ashton. Those experiences have stayed with me 

throughout my career, and now, as Director of The Royal Ballet, it is a real honour to 

bring together the School, The Royal Ballet and Birmingham Royal Ballet for this 

celebration: a showcase of treasured works from the Companies’ past and present, and 

an inspiring glimpse of their future.” 

Iain Mackay, Artistic Director of The Royal Ballet School, said: 

"The Royal Ballet School is shaped by every student and teacher who has passed 

through its doors and is carried forward by every new generation of artists. Having 

trained at the School before joining Birmingham Royal Ballet, I feel that connection 



deeply. A Centenary Celebration brings that journey full circle, uniting current students, 

alumni and dancers from the companies that grew from Dame Ninette de Valois’ vision, 

on the Royal Opera House stage 100 years on. It is a chance to honour the past, but 

also to look ahead. Madam’s greatest lesson was that we must invest in the future of 

ballet if the art form is to remain strong and relevant. Our responsibility is not simply to 

preserve what we have inherited, but to ensure it continues to evolve, nurturing the 

artists, leaders and creatives who will influence what ballet becomes tomorrow." 

Carlos Acosta, Director of Birmingham Royal Ballet, said: 

"To share a stage with our sister companies at the Royal Opera House, to celebrate one 

hundred years of the school that shaped British ballet - institutions that have played a 

central role in my life and career - is extraordinary. Ninette de Valois said it best: ‘respect 

the past, herald the future, but concentrate on the present’. That is what this evening is. 

Heritage works, new works, world premieres — danced by some of the finest dancers in 

the world, all of them products of what she built. One hundred years ago she had a 

vision. Look at us now!” 

ENDS 

*** 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Images can be downloaded HERE. 

PRESS CONTACT 

Ashley Woodfield: Ashley.Woodfield@roh.org.uk | Head of Press, The Royal Ballet 

Dorothy Greenfield: dorothy.greenfield@royalballetschool.org.uk | Director of Audiences and 

Communications, The Royal Ballet School 

*** 

The Royal Ballet School 
 A CENTENARY CELEBRATION 
 Main Stage 
 8 – 10 October 2026 

Conductors Martin Georgiev, Charlotte Politi 

Tickets £9 - £176 
For more information, and to book, visit: A Centenary Celebration 
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About The Royal Ballet 

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in 

world-class performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. 

Based at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today ’s most dynamic and 

versatile dancers with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, 

conductors, directors and creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with 

diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century 

classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and 

Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, a compelling new canon of work by 

choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic 

Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury 

Theatre. Guest choreographers Kyle Abraham, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Cathy Marston, Arthur 

Pita, Crystal Pite, Hofesh Shechter, Pam Tanowitz, Mthuthuzeli November, Jessica Lang, 

Gemma Bond, Twyla Tharp, Paul Lightfoot and Sol León have also created work for the 

Company. 


